The Echo

A monthly publication of Epworth United Methodist Church

Dear Friends,

This month begins a new part of our life together. This month is our annual emphasis upon
Missions and its vital part in our Christian identity. As you remember from years past, we’ll share
Mission Moments during worship throughout the month, as well as have a guest preacher February
19th to cap the effort. This day is Transfiguration Sunday which is fitting since this will be the day
we also submit our pledges to support Missions financially.

Oops, did I just say “submit our pledges to support Missions financially?”” | can see some folks’ eyes
rolling even as | type! Heads are spinning, vocabulary is taking on a new hue and a sense of ‘been
there, done that’ is in the air. Some people will ask, “What do you mean ‘submit pledges to
support Missions financially” when | just gave my first born to the pledge effort for the building
campaign and this year’s Ministries and Capital Fund campaigns. Hey preacher, enough already!!!!
All we ever do anymore is ask for money! @#%&!

Well guess what---on one hand | agree with you, but let’s be sure we’re directing our energies
toward the right problem. The issue isn’t asking for financial support for Missions. Risk-taking
missions work and ministry are part of our Christian DNA. Missions work is where we put our bodies
and money in service to the world. It’s where we incarnate the gospel with our prayers, presence,
gifts, service and witness. We have no choice. NOT to do Missions work is not an option. The poor
still lack food, the homeless are still without shelter, the sick still need medicine, widows and
orphans still need caregivers, the imprisoned still need visiting and the Kingdom of God still needs
willing hearts and hands to make it real on earth as it is in heaven.

(continued on page 2. . .)
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(. . . continued from page 1)

what do we do? First, let me suggest we each dedicate seventeen minutes to give vent to the
frustration of being asked to give financially again to another worthy cause and then be done
with it! Then let’s move on to what is really going on here. We can do this by praying again the
same prayer we prayed during the building pledge campaign, i.e. God what part do you want
me to take in this effort? Then as the Spirit leads, choose to be obedient. For some it will
entail additional financial support for missions. For others it will entail sacrificially giving your
time getting hands dirty. For still others it will entail sacrificially giving time to increased
prayer that God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven. In whatever response we make, we
know God will be glorified!

This kind of response, where we focus upon what God is doing is really the heart of our life
together. Whether this is the best way to secure financial support and involvement in Missions
ministries or not is something our church leaders will address throughout the year, but now is
the moment when this vital need is before us. Those without food, shelter, clothes, love and
basic human needs can’t wait for administrative niceties or reorganizations. They cry out to us
to respond in the name of Jesus Christ! This month is our time to answer. The choice is ours----
@$#&!! or a realization that when we help the least among us we help Lord himself! May we
choose well!

God bless,

Pastor Bill




BEpworth
Building Team —
February 2012

On January 16, 2012, the
Epworth UMC Congregation
overwhelmingly voted to sup-
port moving forward with the
proposed Phase I building addi-
tion and renewal efforts. At the
same time, the congregation ap-
proved the appointment of a
Building Team to oversee and
manage the efforts, as well as act
on the church’s behalf during
this portion of the long term
project.

The Epworth Building Team members include:

Bob Andrews — Chairman
Mark Handy

Jodi Perras

Jim Harland

Dick Lautz

Matt Steiner

Bill Hoopes

Jan Frost

Neal Shoger

Each member of the team brings a specific educational and professional back-
ground to the project that will be vitally important in seeing to it that the
work done is of the highest affordable quality possible, done on time, and
within the budgetary guidelines.

The next step is for the Team to meet with our architects to approve the
Schematic Drawings for Phase I and to determine where construction of
renewal items should fit in over the course of the next three years.

As we proceed during this ramp-up towards construction, we will keep the
congregation fully informed as to the next anticipated steps in the process.

Bob Andrews



CLEEN TEAM EVENT

Calling all jars! Green Team invites you to 3™
celebration of National Soup Swap Day!

On Saturday February 11 all are welcome to enjoy a bowl of warm soup followed by
the opportunity to swap soups with each other. The event will be held from 5-7 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall.

Not sure what a soup swap is2 Here's how it works:

Make a large pot of your favorite soup at home and bring it to the church in six
one-quart containers, either glass jars, zip-top bags or reusable containers. Soups not
in glass jars should be frozen. (If you bring fewer than six quarts, that is OK. You will
only go home with as many soups as you bring.)

We encourage vegetarian recipes or the use of at least one locally grown ingredient,
but soups and stews of all types are welcome. Please share your recipe by sending it
to epworthgreenteam@gmail.com, and we will post recipes on the church Web site
(www.epworthindy.org).

Following the soup dinner, get ready for the "telling of the soup," during which each
cook will describe his or her soup concoction. This telling of the soup is guaranteed to
be entertaining. Those who bring soup to swap will exchange soups -- in an orderly
fashion! -- and each will go home with six new quarts of soup to enjoy.

Share your love of soup with those less fortunate by also bringing a can of soup to
donate to local food pantries.

National Soup Swap Day was created by Seattle's souper hero Knox Gardener. His
site is filled with ideas for soup swap parties and information about swaps all over the
nation. Learn more http://soupswap.com/news/

To reserve your spot or ask questions about this event, sign up on the sheet posted on
the bulletin board at church, call 251-1481 or email judytucker@)juno.com..
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Next Eco Movie Scheduled for
February 10 - “Real Dirt”

“My ancestors have farmed this land generation after generation, and I
just about ended the whole thing. What do you do when nothing is left? And
in a rural community where you aren’t welcome because you're kind of
different.” —Farmer John Peterson *

For close to a century, a great American epic has been played out in the
tiny town of Caledonia, Illinois, about 75 miles west of Chicago. “The Real
Dirt on Farmer John* tells the story of one man, his farm and his family—a
story that parallels the history of American farming. But Farmer John is no
laconic, Grant Wood-type with a scowl and a pitchfork. Equal parts
performance artist, writer and farmer, John Peterson has been known to
switch out of his overalls into leopard latex or a purple-feathered boa.
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/realdirt/film.html

YOUTH SOUP SUNDAY
February 12 — 9 - 1 — Fellowship Hall

Following is a special invitation to everyone, men and women, to learn
more about a timely topic: Human trafficking in Indiana:

February 13 — 7 p.m. 9 p.m., Schoolfield Room. - Celebration Circle will continue its
exploration of Human Trafficking with a special guest speaker arranged by Valerie Miller.
Abigail Lawlis Kuzma is currently the Director and Chief Counsel of Consumer Protection of
the Indiana Attorney General’s office. She is also Co-Chair of Indiana’s IPATH, anti-human
trafficking task force and was a NAGTRI International Fellow studying human trafficking in
2011. She will provide information specific to Indiana. Aggie Justice and Betty Roeschlein will
be hostesses and Larraine Snider will lead the devotions. All are welcome. For more
information, contact Karen Burch at 409-4733 or Valerie Miller at 574-0115.




Youth News from
Youth Director, Chivona .

Welcome to the February 2012 edition of “What’s up with the Youth!”

Be sure to make note of the youth group email address: ewyouthgroup@gmail.com
Check out the website: www.epworthindy.org/youth-group.php and look at events com-
ing up on the Youth Calendar.

On the 12th day of Christmas, for 13 hours, 14 youth joined in a lock-in. We spent the
time in discussion, prayer, soup making, cookie baking, dancing to VBS songs of old, Nerf
Terf Play, fort building, talking about the vitality of the youth program in the Epworth
“The Journey Continues”, the youth funds, summer camp, tithing, communicating with
parents, and so much more! 4 adults chaperoned the event, leading and guiding,
observing and correcting...Working together, the youth had a great time, most all
remaining awake the whole time.

When the adults are engaged in the youth program, the youth, too, can engage. The
more we, as adults, stand together, advocating for the youth and providing a safe place
for them to be who they are, while guiding and correcting where necessary, the more
likely the youth want to be involved. One of the comments of the youth was, “We are
always shoved in the kitchen for the church doing someone else’s dirtywork.” They feel
that they are only valuable to Epworth for dish-washing, because that is what groups in
the church want them to do. We highlighted that youth also help as Greeters, Serving
Communion, and Reading Scripture during worship, as well as helping with the Drive Thru
during fish fry. Let us continue showing the youth how valuable they are to THEIR church
by leading and guiding, and washing dishes ALONGSIDE them.

Your High School Graduation is a few months away, but | would like for Seniors in High
School to let me know who you are and to ask you to put Sunday May 20t on your
Calendars for “Graduation” Sunday. So far, Emma Miller, Marissa Stephens, Joe Knight &
Ben Handy are the only Seniors in High School about whom | am aware.

Youth Meals: To all who have provided a meal for the youth on Sunday evenings in the
past. Check out the Youth Board for sign-ups for 2012! We've had as few as 6 and as
many as 17 youth on a Sunday evening! You could stay and fellowship with us, or bring
a meal to share and pick up your containers (if any) later!



Remember, all youth from é6* grade — 12t grade are welcomed to participate in youth
programming. Youth programming includes a Sunday School hour from 10 — 10:50a.m.; Youth
Group Sunday evenings from 5p — 7p in the Fellowship hall, and service with and to your
church.

Read Scripture in the Eleven Worship (34 Sundays)

Help serve Communion in the Eleven Worship (15t Sundays)

Communion Servers: February: March: April: May:
Scripture Readers: February: March: April: May:

We have received information about Summer 201 2!
Summer Camp for 6-8' graders is July 15 = 20.
16 year olds and up can apply to be Junior Counselors. Let me know if you are interested!

Mission Trip to help with Belizeans in the Chicagoland Area is July 29-August 2. This ¢
ross-cultural mission trip is a precursor to the 2013 Overseas Mission (no, that trip is not yet
scheduled, however). Mission Trip is open to Youth ages 14 and up...If youth aged 14 or 15
sign up, a parent MUST also attend. This trip is also open to the WHOLE CHURCH!

Soup Sundays Youth Council Meetings
Sundays 9 a.m. =12 noon Thursdays 7 p.m.
February 12
March 11 March 1
April 12
May 13 (Quiche) May 3
No Soup Sundays from June — September No YCMeetings from June - August

If I have not yet met you, and you have children (or grandchildren) in grades 6-12, feel free to
email me:
Chiyona.bourne@gmail.com

Call me on my cell: 317-664-6624

Or, at work: 317-251-1481

Find me on facebook: hitp://www.facebook.com/bournedestinyinc
Follow me on twitter: inZPiratnIBlu2

| AM serving Epworth Youth With you!



PRAYER & SPIRITUAL FORMATION

Spirituality
What is it?

Spirituality can only be studied and experienced in
context with our other real world experiences.

Through spirituality we seek that which will give meaning
and understanding to our everyday experiences, our
persisting fears and lingering questions.

Spirituality is:
An attitude toward life.
A perspective toward life.
A way of being in the world.

Spirituality is a /fens through which we see God acting in our world. Rooted in common life's experiences, /t
preserves the mystery of life and our relationship with God and helps to demystify it. As we grow
spiritually, we receive more meaning to our common experiences.

The appropriate goal of a spiritual life is not to experience more emotional highs or moments of ecstasy, but to
be more aware of the sacredness of a// of life's moments & relationships. We should not necessarily seek
experiences, but rather pay attention to the ones we have in context to our relationship with God.

Spirituality is an inward walk, whereby we reacquaint ourselves with our history, peel away our layers of
resistance, and prepare ourselves for God's presence.

UPCOMING EVENT

ALL CHURCH CAMPING WEEKEND

TURKEY RUN STATE PARK
September 14 - 16, 2012 Sign up and pay by February 26.
Cost is $52.00 for the 2 nights. Give Pat Engel a check when
you sign up made payable to Epworth, with Camping in the
memo. See Pat Engel with questions.



EPWORTH COMMUNITY NEWS

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! JUST A REMINDER:
« Echo articles are due to Ann West by
Volunteers are needed on Sunday the 15th of each month. You may

morning to advance slides. You will not
be creating slides. If you are interested
in advancing slides at the 8:45 or 11:00
service e-mail Chiyona at

submit your articles via e-mail
westa@epworthindy.org or place in the
secretary mailbox.

ewyouthgroup@gmail.com or call « Bulletin entries including slides are due
317.251.1481. We hope to have to Ann West by Wednesday at 9a.m.
enough volunteers that you will only be « Please remember to keep your
responsible for one Sunday a month or information short and to the point!
maybe less if enough people volunteer! Thanks!

PRAYER CHAIN
CONTACT
If you or someone you know is in need of prayer please call Jean Carr, 842.7381 to have the prayer
chain activated. If you can’t reach Jean please call the church office at 251.1481

JANUARY BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS!

Cheryl & Walt Alfred, Nancy Anderson, Margie Brown, Steve & Suzie Cole, Stuart
Hart, Joe Hatcher, Susan & Terry Hutchens, Paul Kushner, Dick & Lucinda Lautz,
Jane Miller, Dr. Schaefer, Ann Spahr, Gayle Sprinkle, Barb Waldo, Don & Teri Wann,
Bethany Alley, Mallory & Trevor Owens
FEBRUARY BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS!

Meridith Edwards, Andrew Neddo, Michael Leonard, Jody Harland

If we have missed your baptism birthday please notify Ann West so we can
correct. These are the only recorded baptism dates for January & February.




OUTREACH 50 CHALLENGE UPDATE

Several of Epworth’s Sunday School Classes and Small Groups accepted OAT’s
Outreach 50 Challenge began reaching out to our neighbors. The December Echo
had a report on what the Office Staff, Seekers and Gleaners had done. Here is an
update:

The Boys Group decided to purchase a Thanksgiving dinner for four. They worked
through Chiyona to find a worthy family. They also donated food to a local food
bank and made a cash donation to The Little Red Door Cancer Agency.

The Women’s Bible Study used their $50 to buy bus tickets. Excitement over the
project resulted in many members of the group adding their money to the project.
The result was that they were able to purchase 60 trip tickets. Other members
knitted hats and scarves. They divided up into two groups and went to bus stops.
The women reported that they met some very appreciative individuals who accepted
the gift. Others were reluctant at first because they weren’t in need but after an
explanation accepted the gift with a promise to pass it on to someone who could use
it.

And this update from the Seekers: in addition to donating cash to needy families at
Allisonville Elementary School the seekers also did another project.
Class members contributed $110 which is being given out randomly in $10
increments with no comments other than "Happy Thanksgiving" to eleven soldiers in
uniform having lunch at one of the restaurants in the Fort Ben area. The following
note was paper-clipped to each $10 bill:
Thanks so very much for your service. This meal's on us.
Epworth Methodist Church www.epworthindy.org

Tippy's friends added more money to their $50 and partnered with Rick Purvis,
owner of The Coffee Brake at 6274 and Allisonville, to create vouchers for a free
small coffee or it's equivalent. Rick also discount the small coffee to stretch the
money a little further. They left some vouchers with Rick to distribute as he saw fit
and class members distributed the rest to patrons entering the Coffee Brake or
exiting Big Lots or other businesses in that strip mall. The idea was to randomly
distribute the vouchers, supporting a neighborhood business and presumably
reaching people who either live in the area or pass through on a regular

basis. They report feedback was good and that they received questions about
Epworth and the Live Nativity. Tippy's Friends also passed the hat and bought movie
tickets for Rick and his family for helping out.

If your group hasn't told it's story yet, drop an email to joeybhatcher@gmail.com or
put a note in the OAT Box in the hallway. And don't forget to invite someone to
come to church with you this week.
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ZIMBABWE FOOD THANK YOU

Thank you to all who continue to support the Zimbabwe Food Ministry. As a result of your loose coin contributions in
November, 75 chickens were purchased and delivered to the Feed the Hungry Group of St. Mark's Methodist Church in
Harare, Zimbabwe. Additional food was purchased through your on-going support of this ministry, resulting in a total
purchase of over $1700 for items reflected below. The food was delivered for Christmas. Another large purchase was
made in November. The food is purchased in Zimbabwe and distributed by the ladies of St. Mark's to an orphanage
which also feeds street people in the area and a to an area where old people live. To continue to provide food, please
annotate your check/offering envelope with the words "Zimbabwe Food". Please note Chipo's thank you note

below. (Chipo is a member of the St. Mark's ladies group). Again, thank you for truly making a difference in the lives of
some of our Zimbabwean brothers and sisters.

Dear Jane

Complements of the new season to you. Its this time of the year again where we find love and care from you people at
Epworth Methodist Church. We thank you so much for all you did for the less privileged in Zimbabwe.

After distributing the food we received | went to the rural areas this is why | could not write you in time.

The food was received and distributed before Christmas and this brought smiles on the faces of the old and the orphans
we thank you.

The following items were received and distributed
75  chickens

100 loaves bread
20  tinsjam
150kgs mealie meal
20kgs tea leaves
200 kgsrice
100kgs flour

150kgs sugar

10kgs salt

20kgs kapenta
25bars soap

| also promised to give you the amounts of food received in November the list was
200kg s rice

75kg flour

150kg sugar

100kgs beans
50litres cooking oil
25 peanut butter
150kg mealie meal
20kg tea leaves
20kg kapenta

100 loaves bread
10kg salt

20kg powdered milk
25 bars soap

Again we thank you all for your support may God bless you

Chipo
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GCLEEN TEAM TASK

Insulate your Water Heater

Task: Install an insulating blanket on your water heater. Set the thermostat to 120e.

Although water heaters are insulated, they can lose heat and waste energy if located in an unheated space, or designed
with minimal insulation. If your water heater feels warm to the touch, you will save money and have more hot water by
adding more insulation.

Advanced: To save more energy on water heating, consider solar water heaters, tankless, and geothermal pre-heating
options. Note that some people limit their hot water use to certain hours of the day, and turn it off completely for the rest
of the day and night.

How to insulate your water heater (From http://eartheasy.com/live cheapheat.htm)

Water heater blanket kits are available for gas or electric water heaters which are non-allergenic (no fiberglass), and
provide up to 97% radiant heat loss.

You can also make your own water heater blanket which can be thicker and cost even less to install. Here’s how:

Use “faced” fiberglass insulation (one side is papered over) to keep the fiberglass particles out of the air. Cut strips of
insulation 3” longer than the circumference of the heater. Wrap them horizontally around the heater and seal with
vinyl duct tape.

Using a razor knife, cut away around thermostat controls, drain faucets and vents.

If your heater is gas powered, do not cover the burner access. Leave three inches of exposed area around the flue
collar.

If you have an electric heater, cut a circle of insulation and fit it over the top, cutting slits for the pipes to go through.
Seal any exposed fiberglass with duct tape.

Covering up labels on water heaters may, in some cases, void warranties. Be sure to read labels to see if this condition
applies.

Also see http://www.energysavers.gov/your _home/water heating/index.cfm/mytopic=13070 for more information on
insulating water heaters.

What else you can do:
Cut back on hot water use by limiting showers to 5 minutes, washing laundry in cold or warm water, and washing dishes
efficiently.

Lower settings on water heater:
Most water heaters are factory pre-set at 140 degrees. This may be more than you need, especially in a one or two person
household. If your hot water supply is adequate, try lowering the thermostat to 120 degrees. Experiment within the 120-

140 range to find the lowest setting which supplies you with enough hot water. Every degree you reduce will save energy
costs and reduce pollution.
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Date Liturgist Ushers Sound Coordinator | Children’s Message | Welcome Desk Communion Communion Trustee - Lock Up [ Youth Helpers
Servers Prep/Clean Up
February 5 8:45 8:45 8:45 Communion Dust Collectors 8:45 Prep: Patty Slipher |Pierce Carson, Wilson,
Jennifer Carson Ed & Betsy Fowler, | Paul Siebert Sunday Gayle Sprinkle, Gage
Mark & Susan No Children’s Aggie Justice, Clean Up: Tom &
11:00 Handy 11:00 Message Steve & Tammy Pam Cooper
Steve Zabel Joe Hatcher Knight, Jessica
11:00 Borum
Ken AdkKins,
Rick Alley, 11:00 Tom & Pam
Tom & Shonda Cooper, Emma
Moore Miller, Kathy
Clausen
February 12 8:45 8:45 8:45 Lucinda Lautz Seekers Alley No Youth Group
Jack Miller Mark & Susie Andy Carson
Dorrell, Marleen
11:00 Martin, Dawn 11:00
Joe Hatcher Miller Jeromy Pierce
11:00 Nancy Beal,
Karan Johnston,
Michael & Emma
Gage
February 19 8:45 8:45 8:45 Horace Tucker Corinthians Owens Meador, King,
Horace Tucker Steve & Tammy Jeromy Pierce Widgery
Knight
11:00 Fred & Jackie 11:00
Youth Matzke Trevor Owens
11:00 Mike &
Janet Morarity,
Kathy Clausen,
Michael Gage
February 26 8:45 8:45 Peter & 8:45 Cathy Alley Women'’s Bible Lautz O’Brien, Gage,
Steve Knight Barbara Schauland | Robert Stanley Study Alley

11:00
Cathy Hinkle

Karen Siebert, Earl
Purtee

11:00 Dianne
Francis, Cathy
Hinkle, Mac &
Nancy Martin

11:00
Joe Hatcher




